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We are disability professionals. We support people with disabilities to live respected and valued lives in the community. We are proud of the work we do.

As professionals, we subscribe to a set of values that underpin our work. We act with integrity and treat others respectfully. We encourage learning, the sharing of ideas and a culture of excellence.

Learning and development are particularly important to us. We share a commitment to increase our knowledge, skills and competencies in order to improve our capacity to support people with disabilities.

We believe collegiate relationships are also important. By being part of Disability Professionals Victoria, we are able to promote the value of our work, provide opportunities for collaboration and assist the career development of our members. Together, we are stronger.

We encourage you to join us.

	Are you a Direct Support Worker (DSW) interested in meeting with other DSWs to share your experiences and to talk about how you can support and learn from each other?

Disability Professionals Victoria (DPV) knows that: 
· DSWs play a critical role in the disability sector

· DSWs often work in isolating and difficult environments

· DSWs need a forum, group or an opportunity to get together
Disability Professionals Victoria is forming such a group for its members called DSW Special Interest Group.

This Special Interest Group (SIG) will provide you with networking and learning opportunities, and support those who work in direct support in the disability sector. Maybe there are other things you think DPV can offer - we would like to hear your thoughts about what YOU want.

Come along to the first meeting on Wednesday the 8th of September 2010 at Yooralla, Box Hill where we will seek YOUR ideas about how this group can support YOU in useful ways. We will hold two sessions to cater to everyone’s schedules: from 10am-12pm, and 4pm-6pm. Non-members are welcome to this first meeting, come and get to know us and see what DPV membership can do for you for as little as $32.00 per year.

Sam Murray (CRU Team Leader, President - ASSID Victorian Branch) will also share some of his experiences from travelling overseas and investigating disability support work in England and USA. Light refreshments will be provided so for catering purposes, let us know if you will be attending.
RSVP to Amanda (8637 1238, info@dpv.org.au) by Wed 1 September


